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reaching universal solutions more
implicitly. On the other hand, her evi-
dent empathy for, and involvement
with, her interviewees are exemplary,
whether as a health care professional
(she has a nursing background) or as a
social scientist.

The book overall is a very interest-
ing way of projecting some of the
multitude of personal and social
ethical issues arising out of the AIDS
pandemic, from a North American
standpoint; many of the issues travel
well, however. The author’s skilful
eliciting and selection of these simple
and direct expressions of the human
conflicts arising from this epidemic
will be thought-provoking for people
who want to understand it better,
whether they are familiar with the
issues or not and whether they are
health care workers, ethicists or lay
people.
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The area of reproductive medicine is
one of particular importance for
ethics, because the arrangements sur-
rounding sex and reproduction have
always been central to social order and
convention, and are often surrounded
with mystique, taboo and religious
and social significance.

In most societies, family, house-
hold and kinship relations are all
bound up with these basic biological
functions, and these, of course, are
the underpinning of economic and
ultimately political order. So the

serious treatment of these issues in
relation to recent scientific innovation
in reproductive technology is to be
welcomed.

Ethics in Obstetrics and Gynecology is
a helpful book for those working in
these areas, addressing itself essen-
tially to professionals, but also of
interest to the concerned general
reader. In addition, it will be a useful
source of comment and argument for
those whose main interest is in the
legal aspects, and although written
within the context of American law,
the principles involved are of equal
interest to European and British legal
theorists, who are also under a press-
ing necessity to reach consensus on a
number of contentious issues in the
area of reproductive medicine.

The book covers a wide range of
topics including contraception and
abortion, embryo selection and
destruction, IVF and surrogacy, pre-
natal diagnosis and its consequences,
HIV infection, uterine cancer, the pre-
mature infant, and issues surround-
ing childbirth itself, including the
controversial issue of court-ordered
caesarean deliveries.

The conflict that some of these
issues generate between the patient
and the person responsible for his/her
health-care is a central focus for the
authors, who recommend as a solu-
tion prevention and, where this is
impossible, techniques of crisis man-
agement based on a virtues approach.
This is in contrast to the more famil-
iar approach which has become
current in medical ethics literature,
where a utilitarian ethic is set against
a morality of inflexible principles, and
the student is left with the impression
that there is no ethical certainty — that
relativism rules. Pellegrino and
Thomasma argue for rather more
conviction than this, proposing and
seeking to justify a framework for
ethical medicine based on the virtues
of self-effacement, self-sacrifice, com-
passion and integrity. Underlying
these are the broader ethical princi-
ples of beneficence and respect for
autonomy.

Where a number of philosophers
writing on the subject, in particular, of
abortion, have taken up a position
with very serious practical implica-
tions on the basis of abstract discus-
sion of the notion of personhood,
these authors who, perhaps because
they represent a fruitful collaboration
between a medical ethicist and a prac-
titioner who is in day-to-day contact
with patients, take seriously the con-
cept of the fetus as a patient — and

thus an object of moral concern. The
interests and involvement of other
family members too, in particular
fathers, are also given a weight that
they have conspicuously failed to be
granted in the current literature.

Human in Vitro Fertilisation has more
limited aims. Written primarily with
UK interests in mind, but providing a
useful summary of the legal position in
various other countries, it records the
ethical debate surrounding the devel-
opment of IVF technology from the
earliest researches of Robert Edwards,
Patrick Steptoe and others, to the birth
of Louise Brown in Oldham in 1978,
and beyond this to controversies gener-
ated by the latest reproductive tech-
nologies. This throws an interesting
light on the extent to which current
practices have gone far beyond what
the original pioneers believed would be
ethically permissible.

The authors document the setting
up of ethical bodies in both the USA
and Britain, and interestingly record
one of the earliest submissions of
Edwards to the USA Ethics Advisory
Board in which he wrote: ‘We feel
strongly that any ethical decision
about such work should be the
responsibility of the patient, the
doctor and the funding organization’
(page 18).

This notion that these were private
decisions has long been abandoned, as
the public implications of private deci-
sions have become apparent. Gunning
and English have supplied a text
which documents this shift, in par-
ticular describing the creation of the
Voluntary Licensing Authority in
Britain, the reasons for the commis-
sioning of the Warnock Report, and
subsequent legislative concerns and
developments.

Readers of both these volumes will
gain a broader and more informed
view of many important issues which
have yet to be resolved.
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This book addresses the issue of trans-
plantation of organs between species
with the purpose of saving human
lives by sacrificing animals.



It is predominantly a technical-
scientific book with only one chapter
out of 35 devoted to the ethical
aspects of xenotransplantation. This
chapter is written by Dr R A Wright,
Director of the Biomedical and
Health Care Ethics Program, at the
University of Oklahoma Health
Sciences Center. An overview of the
arguments pro et contra is given in an
ethical framework, referring to the
moral worth of actions in terms of
consequences, duties, and rights, the
duties consisting of observing the
principles of beneficence, non-malefi-
cence, autonomy, and justice.

The overview is well written and is a
good introduction to the ethical debate
about xenotransplantation. It therefore
seems to fit well with the rest of the
book, which will most probably be read
by those whose main interest is tech-
nical-scientific and who might have
little knowledge of medical ethics.

For those familiar with the princi-
ples of ethical argument, however, the
chapter is less interesting. The words
deontology and utilitarianism are not
even mentioned and it is not a deeply
penetrating philosophical analysis.
After some of the positions have been
described, one is left with the feeling
that important arguments are missing.
For example, there is discussion about
whether animals have rights at all or
whether their possible rights are over-
ridden by the rights of humans. A
recursion to arguments for slavery
would have been relevant, since they
followed the same lines: slaves had no
rights, or they were regarded as
belonging to a lower degree of
mankind, or the use of them was
defended on utilitarian grounds.
Similarly, the discussion on
‘speciesism’ and the literature show-
ing that there is no metaphysical dif-
ference between humans and animals
could have covered the obvious lack of
logic in much current ethical debate to
do with experimentation on fertilized
human eggs whereby this is some-
times forbidden, the only reason being
that the eggs are human; while at the
same time, experiments on chim-
panzees and their possible use in

xenotransplantation are advocated,
disregarding the fact that the intellec-
tual capacity of a chimpanzee by far
exceeds that of a small child.
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The ethical and legal issues surround-
ing contraception have been so exten-
sively discussed in recent years that
any new work has something of a
presumption to overcome as to its
usefulness. Kenneth Norrie’s book
overcomes this effortlessly, providing
a detailed and well-researched treat-
ment of the many areas of this contro-
versial area of law. For the reader
interested in the ethical dimensions of
the matter, there is a great deal of
value in this work as well, in that it is
impossible to separate the legal deci-
sions on these issues from the general
moral debate.

Some of the issues canvassed by
Norrie are familiar features of the lit-
erature; others have attracted less
attention. One of the latter is the ques-
tion of the rights of sexual partners, a
matter to which Norrie devotes an
entire chapter. This chapter begins
with the warning: ‘It should never be
forgotten that the process of human
reproduction necessarily requires two
individuals’. Forewarned, we then
read that ‘reproduction may take two,
but birth control requires only one’.
That, really, is the problem, and
Norrie proceeds to give an exception-
ally thought-provoking account of
how this problem has been addressed
in the law. Such cases as there are
have been have tended to be con-
cerned with abortion, and arguments
as to any right of the father to prevent
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an abortion have been coldly received
by the courts. Nor does the law give
any right of consultation on the
matter, taking the view that the matter
is solely for the person whose body is
affected by the procedure.

This emphasis on the rights of the
individual is evident as well in other
areas. In relation to the question of the
sterilization of the mentally disabled,
although this has been legally per-
mitted, subject to various safeguards,
Norrie points out that the grounds of
permissibility have tended to be what
is in the best interests of the individual
rather than any social interest. Nor, it
would seem, do the interests of carers
weigh in the decision, except in so far
as these affect the disabled individual.

This book is written with great
clarity and makes easily intelligible
reading for the non-lawyer. For those
interested in how society has
responded, through law, to this often
touchy question, Norrie’s work is a
first-class contribution to the litera-
ture.
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